a ; 1 i a 
f 1 


MINUTE s 


i 


OF AN 
ASSOCIATION 
d#:.-- 

GENERAL - 


BAPTIST MINISTERS, &c. 


HELD IN 
CHURCH - LANE, 
LOND ON, 


June the 26th and 27th, 1794. 


LONDON: 


PRINTED BY R. HAWES, WHITE-ROW, SPITALFIELDS : 


MDCC XCIYV, 


2 


MINUTES 
OF AN 
ASSOCIATION 

oF _ 


GENERAL 


BAPTIST MINISTERS, 


HELD IN 
CHURCH - LANE, 
LONDON, 


June the 261h and 2 "th, 1794. 


LONDON: 


PRINTED BY R. HAWES, WHITE-ROW, SPITALFIELDS : 


M DCC XCIV, 


9 


j [1ncreale, 
| 
l 
A LIST or CHURCHES. 332388. 
2 1 

| | „ 
Aſhford, Derbyſhire, . . 24| 4]|—[— 
Barton, Leiceſterſhire, . 0s 138 [3+ 8 
Birmingham, Warwickſhire, . 76 | |— | = 
Boſten, Lincolnſhire, . A 85 9 | 1 | — 
Burnley, Lancaſhire, . . 29 |— |— | — 
Caldwell, Derbyſhire, . a 47 | 6 |—- | = 
Caſtle-Donington, Leiceſterſhire, 135 |— |— | — 
Church-Lane, Whitechapel, London, | 249 121 
Derby, ö G . k 34 [12 | 1 | = 
Gamſton & Retford, Nottingbamſhire 92 |10 |— | — 
Goſberton, Lincolnſhire, . 25 | 2| 1 |— 
Halifax, Yorkſhire, . 0 50 |—- | 1 — 
Hinkley, Leiceſterſhire, i 157 | 5 |— | 
Ives, (St.) Huntingdonſhire, . 41141 —1— 
Ilkeſton, Derbyſhire, , . 113 10 [= 
Kegworth, Leiceſterſhire, 149 26 — | — 
Killingholm, Lincolnſhire, 605 —— 
Kirkby - Woodhouſe, Nottinghamſhire| 58 4 | — | — 
Kirton, Lincolnſhire, . . 28 |— —— 
Leake, Nottinghamſhire, . CT TE SE 1 
J. eiceſter, . ; a R — — — — 
Longford, Warwickſhire, 8 100 2 | — | — 
Long-Sutton, Lincolnſhire, . — |— |—- — 
Longwood, Yorkſhire, . . 8 —— 1 1 
Loughborough, Leiceſterſhire, 233 226 
Maltby, Lincolnſhire, . . — a 1 | 
Melbourn, Derbyſhire, . 0 27025 3 — 
Nottingham, R . . 165 [14] 5 — 
Queenſhead, Yorkſhire, . . 39-4 3-4-3} = 
Wad{worth, Yorkſhire, . . 88 6] 1 | 4 
| Wiſdeach, Cambridgeſhire, 31 C3 $43 
Yarmouth, Norfolk, E . 27 |— |— | 
Shore in Stansficld, . . 8 1 1— 1 — 


— — —— 


| 2906 | 217 | 29 [9 


— 


1458 
Decreale. 5 
88S — REE 
x | S| 5 REPRESENTATIVES Pl: ; 
SS] or 37 K 
8 CHURCHES. 2 
817 | 
17 
| JA Letter, 0 . . | | 
A Letter, R 0 . | 
A Leiter., R . 
Caſe and Letter, . . 


ien 1 of. lo fs 1 ems 


Sl oil a>, twwl 


E 


2 
— 
N 
. 
— 
V9 
OO 
2 


11 


wy 


2 


— 


I nn 


11 Un ADDED r 


A Letter, 


A Caſe, 
A Letter, 


A Letter, 


2» 
OA 
7 

A 


Joſeph Binns, . 
A Letter and Caſe, Joſeph Ellis, 


A Letter, Wm. Smith, 


ohn Goddard, 
A Letter, John Tarrat, 

A Letter and Caſe, 
A Letter and Caſe, George Hardſtaff. 
A Caſe, 


1 Cale, Wa. liars; 
A Letter, Joh Cramp, 


Williams, Burflon, Smither, Shenſton, Mann, 
* * _ Adams, 


A Letter, 
A Letter, 


. H. imes, ＋. eiae, ). Pegage, E. W hitaker,| 


and a Caſe. 


A Letter, Robert Smith, 
A Caſe, John Taylor, 
A Letter and Caſe, 


Joſeph Freeſtone, Thomas Ewen, and a Le:ter, 


e 
ler- Ls -l 


I 


ure 1 


| 


[>] 
— 


II 


incicale, 
| 

HEHE 

38 — - 3 

A LIST or CHURCHES. [FS T . 

325 2a 

. S 
- g 

'Aſhford, Derbyſhire, , . 24412 
Barton, Leiceſterſhitre, . 204 131 | 3] 18 
Birmingham, Warwickſhire, . 76 |. |— | = 
Boſten, Lincolnſhire, . . 85 91 — 
Bur::iecy, Lancaſhire, . . 20 |— |— | — 
Caldwell, Derbyſhire, _ . . 47 | 6 | — | — 
Caſtle-Donington, Leiceſterſhire, 13s |— |— | — 
Church-Lane, Whitechapel, London, 249 |11| 2| 1 
Derbrv, 34 [12 | 1 | — 
Gamſton & Retſord, Nottingbamft:i ire] 9210 — | — 
Goſberton, Lincolnſhire, ; 25 | 2 1 — 
Halifax, Vorkſhire, . a 30 — 14 
| Hinkley, Leiceſterſhire, 167 | 6. j— | 
Ives, (St. Huntingdonſhire, . 41 4 | — 14 — 
Ilkeſton, Derbyſhire, : : 1121 01+ 
K egworth, Leicefterthire, . 149 26 — — 
Killingholm, Lincolnſhire, 60 5 | — | — 
Kirkby - Woodhouſe, Nottinghamſhire | 58 4 | — | — 
Kirton, Lincolnſhire, . . 28 |— —— 
Leake, Nottinghamſhire, A EI TT SE. 1 
J.eiceſter, # ; — — |— — 
Longford, Warwickthive. X 100 2 | — — 
La eee Lincolnſhire, — — — — 
| Long wood, Yorkſhire, . 0 8 —— | 1 
Loughborough, Leiceſterſhire, 232 122-1 © 72 
Maltby, Lincolnſhire, . . — 1 þ 
Melbourn, Derbyſhire, . i 270 [25 | 3 — 
Nottingham, "I . 165 14 812 
[Qucenſhead, Yorkſhire, . . 39-+--4--5---4-4 
\Wactiworth, Yorkſhire, . . 68-1 61 :13.4 4 
Wiſbeach, Cambridgeſhire, $3:4.--0 424 
Yarmouth, Norfolk, b . 27 j— || 
Shore in Stansficld, 3 8 —1—1— 


3 — if - 3 [ * en 


* . 12 * 2 
4 Wap} x 4 4 . 
2 1 — P a 4 do all wy 
4 as £ p T4 5 * 5 
e 4 
9 * w 2 4 


4 2 RY 


 # 


. 3 K 9 X. 2 LET 


0 
7 


ad - — 
. oboe - — on * Fn 


— — —— — — 


2316613183 


— —— _ 


| 


1 


A Letter, Robert Smith, . F 
A Cafe, John Taylor, . . 
A Letter and Caſe, P 


Joſeph Freeſtone, Thomas Ewen, and a Leiter, 


A Caſe, 6 n 0 . . 


— 


4 


3 
Doecreaſc. FIR 4 
| — | Ak! 
> 5A REPRESENTATIVES |F{3 3 
S = A. CF 8 1 8 
2 8 CHURCHES. 2 
Q. =_ 2 | 
W 1 
— — 
— — — 114 Letter, . . . & 11— 
— 3 — A Letter, R , d +37 3 
— 3 — 3 * Letter, . . | . . 8 — 
1— [is |Caſe and Letter, P . « — — 
— — 1 — | — A Letter, a . * . . —— I 
I ? | wm 2 . . o . 5 1 — 
W 4 8 3 BOT * . * © I — 
n 
4— 513 A Letter, . . v 12 
—|—|—| 1 jA Letter, Joſeph Binns, A „ 7 
' 1] 2| x |— A Letter and Caſe, Joſeph Ellis, — 1 
1|—|— | 4 |A Letter, Wm. Smith, X , 114 2 
1 „ 
— 3 Leiter, ohn Goddard, . . 41 
2| 4] 1 | 4 |A Letter, John Tarrat, . Tz 
— 2 A Letter and Caſe, . 112 
—| 2|—| 1 |A Letter and Caſe, George Hardſtaff— 2 
— — | — — A Caſc. . . . . — I 
3 =} ; . * . . . I I 
2 —— 2 A Caſe, Wm. Bas ford, : -—"- os Pas 
—| 7| 2 | 4 |A Letter, John Cramp, < 1 
WS: 6 Fark Bl A Letter, 5 ; i 0 755 1 
3 1— — 14 0 « . * . I 
8 . Haimes, T. Robialon, J. — E. W hitaker, MD 
* . and a Caſe. 
3] $1 
1 
—\ 11:2 
—_— TT 


— 14 
1 pat but But 


— 64 


The Buſineſs of the Aſſociation began at g O Clock 
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Chairman, — DAN TAYLOR. 


Moderators, LROBERT SMITH. 


La 1G. WILLIAMS, 
Irma, W. SHENSTON, 


PuzLic WorsH1P began on Wedneſday Morning 
at 11 O'Clock, Brother GopparD Prayed, and Brother 
Joun TayLok Preached from 1 Cor. xv. 10. 


In the Evening at half after 6 o'Clock, Brother 
BURG Ess Preached from 2 Cor. iv. 2. 


Thurſday Evening at half paſt 6 o'Clock, Brother 
FzEESTONE Preached from Acts xi. 38. 39. 


ö 
| 


'STATE or rus CHURCHES. 


SHFORD. The ſtate of Religion, low; and we have 

to deplore a want of more of its power. In Church 
concerns we are pretty unanimous, and as to its vitals, we 
truſt on the whole we rather get than loſe ground. Meet- 
ings much the ſame as laſt year, except that for about half 
a year, we have had preaching at a village in the ncighbour- 
hood where we are well attended with hearers. On the 
whole our hearers at Bradwell have increaſed Jaſt year. — 


Our Miniſter has been Ordained, which, we hope, will pro- 
duce good effects. 


BARTON. State of Religion, we hope, is on the 
advance, though it's growth has often been impeded by part- 
ing with lively Members to promote the cauſe of Chriſt 
in other places: whereby, at leaſt comparatively, we 
hardly appear upon a level with ſome other Churches. 
Nevertheleſs we truſt we have always manifeſted our ſound- 
neſs and attachment to the Truth ; and at preſent, bleſſed 


be God, the Sun of Righteouſnels breaks out upon ws, and 
we hope for further revival, 


BIRMINGHAM. Meetings nearly the ſame as laſt 
year. Some dilagrecable circumſtances have taken place; 
but through mercy / they are in a good meaſure done away; 
and we are pretty well united again, We have reaſon to 
complain of our inactivity in Religious Matters. 


BURNLEY. Preaching and Meetings the ſame as laſt 
year: have had no increaſe this year, but have loſt three by 
death. We have reaſon to complain of the want of vital 
Relivion. Brethren, pray for us. We have had our trials 


| occationed by our Brother Whitaker's being about to 


leave us. 


C ALDWELL. Mie are exerciſed with many trials; but 


hope we enjoy peace wich God, and fellowſhip one with 
anvther, 


CASTILE» 
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The Buſineſs of the Aſſociation began at 9 o'Clock 
on the Wedneſday Morning. a 


Chairman, — DAN TAYLOR. 


JOHN TAYLOR, 


Moderators, (ROBERT SMITH. 
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PusL1ic WoRsH1P began on Wedneſday Morning 
at 11 o'Clock, Brother GopparD Prayed, and Brother 
Joux TayLor Preached from 1 Cor. xv. 10. 


In the Evening at half after 6 o'Clock, Brother 
BuRGEss Preached from 2 Cor. iv. 2. 


Thurſday Evening at half paſt 6 o'Clock, Brother 
FeEESTONE Preached from Acts xiii. 38. 39. 
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SHFORD. The ſtate of Religion, low; and we have 

to deplore a want of more of its power. In Church 
concerns we are pretty unanimous, and as to its vitals, we 
truſt on the whole we rather get than loſe ground. Meet- 
ings much the ſame as laſt year, except that for about half 
a year, we have had preaching ata village in the ncighbour— 
hood where we are well attended with hearers. On the 
whole our hearers at Bradwell have increaſed Jaſt year. — 


Our Minifter has been Ordained, which, we hope, will pro- 
duce good effects. 


BARTON. State of Religion, we hope, is on the 
advance, though it's growth has often been impeded by part- 
ing with lively Nembers to promote the cauſe of Chrift 
in other places: whereby, at leaſt comparatively, we 
hardly appear upon a level with ſome other Churches. 
Nevertheleſs we truſt we have always manifeſted our ſound— 
nels and attachment to the Truth ; and at preſent, bleſſed 


be God, the Sun of Righteoulncls breaks out upon us, and 
we hope for further revival. 


BIRMINGHAM. Meetings nearly the ſame as laſt 
year, Some dilagrecable circumftances have taken place; 
but through mercy they are in a good meaſure done away; 


and we are pretty well united again, We have reaſon to 
complain of our inactivity in Religious Matters, 


BURNLEY. Preaching and Nleetings the fame as laſt 
year: have had no increaſe this year, but have loſt three by 
death. We have reaſonu to complain of the want of vital 
Relivion. Brethren, pray for us. We have had our trials 
occaſioned by our Brother \V hitaker's being about to 


leave us. 
CALDWELL. Wearecxerciſed with many tri tals; but 


hope we enjoy peace wich God, and tellowthip one with 
anther, 


CASTILE» 


(0-2) 


CASTLE-DONINGTON. Some Members give us 5 


mul h trouble an uneaſineſs by their ' irregular condut, 


Some are too frequently abſent from the houſe cf God; 
others, we truſt, are alive to God and recommend the truth 
by a good example. Our Prayer-meetings are very little 


attended, Mote zeal and activity are wanted among us. 


We advance very ſlowly at preſent. Yet hope we have 
a proſpect of ſome addition to our number ſoon. 


CHURCH LANE, WriTFecnHaPeL, Loxrown, Many 7 
of our Members are punctual in attending the means of 
Grace, and give evidence of their advancing in Goſpel. RX 
knowledge and holineſs; but we are forry to obſerve that 


too many appear lukewarm, and don't attend Public Wor- 
ſhip ſo regularly as we moſt earneſtly wiſh, We with 


pleaſure inform you that the Goſpel is preached to us in it's 


purity, and we pleaſingly perceive with encreafing zeal, 
ſtimulating the hearers to internal and external holineſs. 


GAMSTON and RETFORD. Bleſſed be God, we 
are unanimous ; but find much flatneſs and deadneſs in Re- 
ligious matters, which we think may partly ariſe from the 
loſs, by death, of one of our Paſtors, and the very feeble 
Kate of the other. EY 


GOSBERTON. Officers ſame as laſt year. Preaching 
morning and evening on the Lord's-day. Since we had 
to lend aſſiſtance to Boſton Church, in the afternoon not ſo 
well attended with hearers; but hope ſome good is done, and 
pray that ſinners may be converted. Too much lukewarm- 
neſs appears in ſome ; though we truſt this is not the caſe 
with all. Have had our troubles this year, and lament the 
want of Unanimity and Brotherly Love. 


HALIFAX. Religion in general, low; but rather on 
the advance, ſince Brother Ellis ſettled among us. One 
waiting for Baptiſm, and ſome hopes of one or two more. 


HINKLEY. The ſtate of Religion ſeems low in ſome; 
others appear different, Officers and Meetings the ſame as 
laſt year. Not much appearance of increaſe : Some few 
ſeem thoughtful. 


IVES (Sr.) HUNTINGDONSHIRE. Meetings and 
Officers nearly as laſt year. Some are lively and diligent, 


others too lukewarm and negligent, We are moderately 
attended 


1 


attended with hearers; but wiſh to ſee more converted a- 
mong us, and more of the ſpirit and practice of Chriſtianity 
in ſeveral who are connected with us. 


ILKISTON. Meetings as laſt year. Well attended 
with hearers, and enjoy peace among our ſelves. Yet with 
concern we have to add, that the work of converſion gots n 
but very ſlowly, and the Church's grbwth in Grace too much 
retarded ; perhaps owing (in part at leaſt) to the mind and 
converſation being too much taken up with civil matters 
that no way concern them. 


KEGWORT H. Preaching ſtatedly at five places, and 
well attended with hearers in all the places. Have built a 
new Meeting-houſe at Long Whatton, and are laying in 
materials for building "one at Sutton, one being much 
wanted there, We lament that the work of converſion goes 
on ſo flowly amongſt us; yet hope Religion is on the ad- 
vance. The ſtate of the Church peaceful, and united: 
Some of the Members lively and zealous: Some too cold 
and lukewarm; but a good diſpoſition is manifeſt in moſt 
for carrying on the cauſe and promoting the interett of the 
dear Redeemer. 


KILLINGHOLM. Preaching every Lord's-day at 
Killingholm, where we are well attended with hearers. At 
Halton, Ulceby, Limber, once a fortnight. Two aſſiſtant 
Preachers: but we Want an aſſiſtant {or Paſtor) Brother 
Hannath being advanced to the age of 82. 


 KIREBY-WOODHOUSE. Preaching nearly as laſt 
year. Officers and Miniſters as laſt year; not ſo well at- 
tended with hearers as heretofore. "The ſtate of Religion 
in _ ſeems very low, but others appear more lively and 
zealous. 


LEAKE. Pretty well attended with hearers, and a.con- 
ſiderable number profeſs to be converted, The Members 
in general are lively and happy. 


LONGFORD. We have one young Preacher, who is 
exerciſed three times on a Lord's-day ; twice at the Meet- 
ing-houſe, and at two diſtant places each evening alte. nate- 

ly. We have many things to complain of, ſome Memvers 
appear zealous and lively, others lukewarm and inactive; 
notwithſtanding unanimity hath of late prevailed among us, 


LOUGH- 
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- LOUGHBOROUGH. Regular Preaching at Lough- 
borough, Quorndon, Rothby, Mountſorrel, Waodhouſe, 
Swithland, and Syſton,—Exceeding well attended with 
hearers at Longhborough and Quorndon, and tolerably well 
in moſt of the «ther places. We ſhould rejoice to ſce the 


Word have more effect upon our hearers to bring them to i 


God, and upon ourſelves to enable us to walk more cloſely 


with him. 


MELBOURNE. Have wade application to Burnly 
Church for Brother Edmund Whitaker, which requeſt has 
been granted, and he is now come to reſide among us. H:s 
Labours ſeem unan1\mouſly approved of, and we hope will be 
crowned with ſucceſs, Religion, we truſt, is on the 
advance. 


NOTTINGHAM. We think, vpon the whole, we 
are not ſo well attended with hearers of jate as we have been 
fome time paſt. Reſpecting vital godlineſs we diſcovers 
much leis than we wiſh to fee: Yet we hope we have not a 
few who love our Lord Jefus Chriſt in ſincerity. We Ja- 
ment there has been ſo little done in converting ſinners to 
God, and ſo many ſince our laſt annual interview who have 
turned fide unto crooked paths. We have had many trials 
and diſcouragements; yet we are tolerably united and 
peac able among ourſelves, which we eſteem a pzculiar 
. we have a few candidates for Baptifm and fellow- 

ip.— | | | 

QUEENSHEAD. Our Congregation is tolcrably 
large, but not quite fo large as laſt year. Preaching, Meet- 
ings, &c. much the fame as laſt year. Some, we hope, are 
eng:ged with God, and lively in their Souls ; but ſome are 
apparently very much ſunk in their minds, and are very 
trifling in the things of God, Religion ſeems to he very 
Jow : We wiſh for a revival. We return our very fincere 


thanks to the Churches at Donnington, Melbourne, and 
Kegworth for their timely and generous aſſiſtance laſt year 


in collecting towards our Gallery, &c. 


WADSWORTH. Well attended with hearers, and 
ſome appear concerned for their Souls. The Church 
moderately unanimous at preſent, but wiſh to ſee more of 
the life and power of Religion: Yet hope Religion 1s on the 


advance among us. 
7 WISBEACH 
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WIS BEACH. Preaching as uſual, and pretty well at- 
tended with hearers. Have had ſome troubles, but hope 
they are nearly removed, We wiſh to ſee a more cordial 
union of hearts, and a more general co-operation in car- 
rying on the common cauſe. Bruther Ewen preaches once 
a fortnight at March; is well attended, and there is a proſ- 
pe& of good being done. 
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CASE I. From Boſton Church. As our late Paſtor's 
miniſterial character and talents are well known to the Aſ- 
ſociation, we wiſh y Hur aſſiſtance and information in pro- 
curing another ſuitable Miniſter. 

Anſwer. In attending to this buſineſs the ſteps which 
Boſton Church had already taken among neighbouring 
Churches, and at the Lincolnſhire Conferences, were made 
known ; and it appeared that in conſequence of advice from 
the Conference held at Goſberton in April, they had written 
to Brother W. Pickering, ſuppoſing him to be an unordain- 
ed Miniſter z whoſe Church objected to his removal. On 
enquiry at this Aſſociation, it is thought that Brother, 
John Kingsford, at Barton near Canterbury, may prove 
ſuitable for Boſton; and we mention him to 'the Boſton 
friends accordingly. 


CAsE Il. The friends at Burnly inform the Aſſociation 
that Brother Robinſon has not yet been reimburſed much 
more than half the money he had expended ; and pray for 
further aſſiſtance, 
Auſuer. On enquiring into this matter, we find that 
ſome of the Churches have contributed their proportionable 
part; but that there are ſeveral of the Churches that have 
not. We do, by this minute, and the repreſentatives of 
thoſe Churches now preſent, ſtrongly recommend it to thein 
as matter of brotherly advice, that they do make a con- 
tribution for that purpoſe; and ſend it to Brother Robinſon. 
with all convenient ſpeed. | 9 n 
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LOUGHBOROUGH. Regular Preaching at Lough- 
borough, Quorndon, Rothby, Mountſorrel, Woodhouſe, 
Swithland, and Syſton.—Excceding well attended with 
heaters at Longhborough and Quorndon, and tolerably well 
in moſt of the ther places. We ſhould rejoice to ſce the 
Word have more effect upon our hearers to bring them to 
God, and upon ourſelves to enable us to walk more cloſcly 
with him. 


MELBOURNE. Have wade application to Burnly 
Church for Brother Edmund Whitaker, which requeſt has 
been granted, and he is now come to reſide among us. His 
Labours ſeem una» 1mouſly approved of, and we hope will be 
crowned with 1ucceſs. Religioa, we truſt, is on the 
advance. 


NOTTINGHAM. We think, vpon the whole, we 
are not ſo well attended with hearers of late as we have been 
ſome time paſt. Reſpecting viral goillineſs we diſcover 
much leis than we wiſh to fee: Yet we hope we have not a 
few who love our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity. We Ja- 
ment there has been ſo little done in converting ſinners to 
God, and ſo many ſince our laſt annual interview who have 
turned :fide unto crooked paths. Wh have had many trials 
ard diſcouragements; yet we are tolerably united and 
peac able among ourielves, which we efteem a peculiar 
bl-fing, wc have a few candidates for Baptifm and feilow- 
ſhip.. 

QUEENSHEAD. Our Congregation is tolcrably 
large, but not quite fo large as laſt year. Preaching, Meet- 
ings, &c. much the fame as laſt year. Some, we hope, are 
eng ged with God, and lively in their Souls; but ſome are 
apparently very much ſunk in their minds, and are very 
trifling in the things of God, Religion ſcems to he very 
low: We wiſh for a revival. We return our very ſincere 
thanks to the Churches at Don nington, Melbourne, and 
Kegworth for their timely and generous aſſiſtance laſt year 
in collecting towards our Gallery, &c. 


WADSWORTH. Well attended with hearers, and 
ſome appear concerned for their Souls. The Church ©; 
moderatcly unanimous at preſent, but wiſh to ſee more of _ 
the life and power of Religion: Yet hope Religion is on the 
advance among us. 


— 


WIS BEACH 
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WIS BEACH. Preaching as uſual, and pretty well at- 


tended with hearers. Have had ſome troubles, but hope 


they are nearly removed, We wiſh to ſee a more cordial 
union of hearts, and a more general co-operation in car- 


* rying on the common cauſe. Brother Ewen preaches once 


a fortnight at March; is well attended, and there is a proſ- 
pect of good being done. 


C AS B © 


CASE I. From Boſton Church. As our late Paſtor's 
miniſterial character and t:lents are well known to the Af- 
ſociation, we wiſh y-.ur aſſiſtance and information in pro- 
curing another ſuitable Miniſter. 

Anſwer. In attending to this buſineſs the Reps which 


' Boſton Church had already taken among neighbouring 


SR, 


- 
» 
ES 
: 
© 
+ 
4. 


Cnurches, and at the Lincolnſhire Conferences, were made 


known ; and it appeared that in conſequence of advice from 
the Conference held at Goſberton in April, they had written 
to Brother W. Pickering, ſuppaſing him to be an unordain- 
ed Miniſter ; whoſe Church objeRed to his removal. On 
enquiry at this Aﬀociation, it is thought that Brother, 
John Kingsford, at Barton near Canterbury, may prove 
ſuitable for Boſton; and we mention him to the Boſton 
friends accordingly. 


CAsE Il. The friends at Burnly inform the Aſſociation 
that Brother Robinſon has not yet been reimburſed much 
more than half the money he had expended ; and pray for 
further aſſiſtance. 

Anſuer. On enquiring into this matter, we find that 
ſome of the Churches have contributed their proportionable 
part; but that there are ſeveral of the Churches that have 
not. We do, by this minute, and the repreſentatives of 
thoſe Churches now preſent, ſtrongly recommend it to thein 
as matter of brotherly advice, that they do make a con- 
tribution for that purpoſe; and ſend it to Brother Robinſon 
with all conveaient ſpeed. . 


B CAsE 


1 : 
CASE III. The Churches of Halifax and Queenſhead | 


having expreſſed a great diſapprobation of the adoption of a 
Secr: © Committee in a particular caſe at the laſt Aſſociation: Þ? 
Weanſwer, The caſe being duly conſidered, we think their 


remarks will have their weight with the Aſſociation in 
future. bc 


Case IV. Saint Ives, Hunts, Pray for the advice and 
aſſiſtance of the Aſſociation in buying a piece of freehold 
ground, and building a new Meeting houſe. 

Anſwer, We adviſe, that they write to the Churches, 
ſtating their caſe, as is uſual on ſuch occaſions. 


CaseV. Fleet Caſe. As it refers to the firſt caſe in 
the Aſſociation of laſt year, we have proceeded to take the 
ſenſe of the Churches as well as we could (the minds of 
ſome not being known) when it appeared, for their admiſſion, 
15. againſt it, 8; neuters, 2. 5 

Dueſiten. As there are ſo many of our Churches oppoſe 
their admiſſion, do we think it the part of prudence to ad- 
mit them, under theſe circumſtances, into the Connexion. 

Anſwer, We unanimouſly think not; but we ſtill refer 
it to our Churches to decide upon it as they think proper. 


CASE VI. Killingholm, having defired the aſſiſtance of 
the Aſſociation in helping them to a Miniſter : We recom- 
mend to them to apply to the Churches at Kirkby-Wood- 
houſe, to ſee if they cannot ſpare Brother Thomas Fox, to 
remove to them for that purpoſe. 


OAsE VII. Kirkby-Woodhouſe. Queſtion to the Aſſoci- 
ation, If a man be well approved of, as a Miniſter of the 
Goſpel and adminiſters the ordinance of Baptiſm, Is it 
ſcriptural for him to adminiſter the ordinance of the Lord's 
Supper, although unordained ? 3 

Anſwer. We apprehend the Scriptures are not expreſs 
on the ſubject. In ſome caſes of neceſſity it may not be 
improper. Not improper, 19. againſt it, 1. neuters, 6. 

Cass VIII. The friends of Kirton, requeſt the aſſiſt- 
ance of the Aſſociation in getting a Miniſter to come and 
adminiſter the Lord's Supper to them once in three months. 
We are ſorry to inform our Kirton friends, that we at pre- 
ſent cannot think of any Miniſter that can aſſiſt them; but 
if any can be thought of, will inform them of it. 
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CasE IX. Leiceſter Minority. Queſtion. Have the 


Minority of the Church at Leiceſter ated in a manner ſo 
culpable as to render them unworthy the aſſiſtance of the 
neighbouring Churches before the time of the Secret Com- 
mittee laſt year ?—Anſwer. Unanimouſly, No. 

2d Queſtion, Have they done any thing fince that time, 
that makes it improper for the neighbouring Churches to 
aſſiſt and countenance them ?—Anſwer. Unanimouſly, No. 

3d Queſtian. Do we think that the Minority (under 
our prelent views of the ſubjeR) are culpable in withdrawing 
from the majority ?—Anſwer. Unanimouſly, No. ; 

4th Quęſlion. Are the Churches juſtified in aſſiſting 
the Minority in their ſeparate ſtate? —4nſwer. Unanimouſly, 
Yes. 

5th Queſtion. Would there be any impropriety in their 
FE rd for a Miniſter. Anſwer. 0b No. 
4 Agreed, that a letter be wrote from the Aſſociation to 
gierother John Deacon, to requeſt him to attend the Leiceſter- 
ſmire Conference, to be holden at Longford, on the ninth 
day of September next. 


2 
bb Majority of the Church of Leicester. | 
-_ Shall we conſider of the conduct of the Majority of the 
Church of Leiceſter ?=A4nſwer. Unanimouſly, Yes; ex- 
cepting two. | 

2d. Have we a juſtifiable cauſe immediately to withdraw 
from the Majority of the Church of Leiceſter ?—A4nſwer, 
No, 11. Yes, 1. Neuters, 3. 

Ought not the Aſſociation to write to the Majority of the 
Church of Leiceſter, and point out to them the views the 
Aſſociation have of the impropriety of their conduct, and 
requeſt of them that they do by Repreſentatives, attend the 
Conference to be held at Longford, on the ninth day of 


September next. —A4nſwer. Unanimouſly, Ves; except two 
Neuters. 


CASE X. The caſe of Shore in Stansficld, being a 
money matter, and they wanting ſo ſmall a ſum, a few 
individuals and other of the repreſentatives preſent have 


rendered them, or partly engaged to render them, that little 
relief they ſtand in need of. 


CASE 


F "8 


CAE XI, Wadſworth, we have wrote to the Churches RF 


as was adviſed laſt year, but have as yet not heard from IN 
any of them; and as our burthenis heavy, ſhall be glad to 
hear from them ſoon. | | 

Anſwer, dome of the Churches have received no letter 


on the ſubjet. Thoſe who have received letters have it ga 


under conſideration, and will give them the neceſſary 


aſſiſtance as ſoon as they conveniently can. 4 ; 
7 
— mm — 0 


Brother Dan Taylor is defired to write the circular letter J 
for next year Subject, The Depravity of Human Nature. 1 
The next Aſſociation to be holden at Nottingham, the laſt x 
Wedneſday and Thurſday in June 1794. F 
Perſons who attend may be accommodated at the Swan 
Inn, Market-Hill. | 
The perſons appointed to preach, are : 
5. TAYLOR, FREESTONE, ». 
. TAYLOR, In caſe of failure. 4 POLLARD 3 
T. PICKERING, . GODDARD. 3 
LETTER To Tus CHURCHES, 2 


On the Operations of the HOLY SPIRIT. 


— =p 


Beloved Brethren, 


5 us once more to aſſure you of our ſincere deſire for # 
your everlaſting welfare. For this we earneſtly pray. For 
this we labour, though with many imperfections, from weck to 
week: and for this we wiſh to exert ourſelves on theſe annual oc- 

. Cafions, To aflilt one another in endeavours ſo very important, as 


well 


- 


(--43-" 


vou thelaſt year. Our letter on that ſubject, you have undoubted- 
iy read with attention; and we cannot but hope, you are convinced 
that they may be, and are, in tact, conducive to your real benefit 


: 
-» 
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and to the beneſit of many others. | | 
The Iuſtructions and advices which we unitedly give you from 


theſe meetings, ſo tar as agreeable to the ſcriptures, we entreat you 


to obſerve, and to confider as tokens of our ardent concern for 


your belt intereſts. "The ſubject to which we now crave your ſeri- 
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bus attention is the Operations of the Holy Spirit. This is not only an 
intereſting but a copious ſubject. It includes all that God has 
wrought on the minds of men, to qualify for public miniſtrations, 


co reitrain from vice, to draw to himſelf, to purify the heart, to en- 


; 


K 


* 


creaſe and to compleat the holineſs and happineſs of men, in eve 
nation and age of the world. But the compaſs of this letter forbids 
us to treat it in ſo extenſive a view. It is only intended here to 


© fay a tew plain things, to evince the reality of theſe Operations, 


and to aſſiſt you in the practical improvement of what is ſaid upon 
them. 


I. We endeavour to evince the reality of theſe operations upon 
the minds of men, in order to prepare them for, and bring them 
to, the enjoyment of everlaſting felicity. For this purpoſe, we ſub · 


mit the following remarks to your ſerious conſideration. 


1. True Religion is the participation of the Image and the Love 
of God; and conſiſts in devotion to his ſervice. The new man, 
which all true believers have put on, is, therefore, ſaid to be 
« created, after God, in righteouſneſs and true holineſs! Ephes. 
« iv. 24. The love of God is ſhed abroad in their hearts, by the 
« Holy Ghoſt which is given to them.” Rom, v. 5,—In conſe- 

uence of this, they love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity.“ 
A. vi. 243. They love him and keep his words.“ John xiv. 
21, 23. They delight iu the law of God, after the inward man.“ 
Rom. vii, 22. They love him becauſe he has firſt loved them.“ 
1 John iv. 19. Real ſaints, in all ages, not only outwardly 95- 


Lege, but inwardly * efcem, all the divine precepts, concerning all 


things to be right. They hate every falſe way,” Pal. cxix. 128. 
This is their experience; and their practice makes it evident. 
„ Hereby we know that we know him, if we keep his command- 
ments. He that iaith l know him, and keepeth not his command- 
ments, is a har, and the truth is not in him. But whoſo keepeth 
his word, in him verily is the love of God, perſected. Hereby 
know we that we are in him.” 1 John ii. 5, 4, 5. Such is the 
diſpoſition, and the temper of every true Chriſtian. 


2+. Men + 


E 


2. Men by nature, are not only ſtrangers to this diſpoſition, but 
averſe to it. This is an inſtructive, and very awful tact, verified 


alas! in common obſervation, and atteſted in the ſacred oracles. 

Ii is verified in common obſervation. Let any one take an im- 

mw ſurvey of the diſpoſitions of men in general where no change 
a 


s taken place for the better. Does it not evidently appear that 
they are loving riches, honours, pleaſures, or ſome kind of fenſu- 
al gra fications, rather than God their Maker? Do they take de- 
light in walking with God? Are they not evidently averſe to it? 
Does there appear, in them, a prevailing defire to pleaſe God, and 
to glorify his name in the whole of their behaviour. Do they take i 


pleaſure in ſelf-denial, and imitation of Jeſus Chriſt? Do they 


not manifeſt a much greater anxiety for riches, or pleaſures and the a 


amuſements of life? Do they appear to delight in prayer, in read- 


averſion to every thing that can with propriety, be called an uni- 


form devotion to the God of their Life? On ſuch an affecting ſub- F 
ject as this, Brethren, there can be no need of enlargement, or of 


multiplying arguments. The evidences of human depravity are 
too ſtriking not to be obſerved and lamented. 

Reflect a moment what were your own diſpoſitions, before you 
were converted. Were they not ſuch as have been above deſcribed ? 
Retire into your cloſers, Brethren, and ſeriouſly aſk yourſelves, 
as in the preſence of God, before whom you muſt ſhortly give an 
account; are you not conſcious to yourſeives that you may, with 
2 adopt the Apoſile's language, and apply it to your own 
natural ſtate; ** We, in time paſt, walked according to the courſe 
of this world, —we had then, our converſation in the luſts of our 
fleſh, fulfilling the defires of the fleſh, and of the mind; and were 
by nature, the children of wrath, even as others.“ Ephes. ii. 
2, 3. | | a 
Hence it is, that in the nature of things, a change is evidently 
neceſſary to our real happineſs, No man can be truly happy, but 
in the enjoyment of communion with God. No man can 
enjoy communion with God, who is averſe to his will and 
worſhip. Common ſenſe, as well as ſcripture ſhews, that „ two 
cannot walk comfortably together except they be agreed;” and 
therefore reaſon unites with ſcripture in atteſting this moſt ſolemn 
truth, that ** except a man be born again, he cannot fee the king- 
dom of God.” John iii. 3. | 

That men are thus depraved by nature, however, is not only 
clear from obſervation, It is manifeſt from the poſitive teſtimony 
of ſcripture, Among numerous paſſages, which the compaſs of this 
letter forbids us io adduce, you will recolleR one, which is ſo full, 


exprels 


ing the Holy Scripture, that infinitely valuable Book, which is pre- 
ferable to all earthly treaſures! uoleſs in thoſe few in whom a 
change of heart and life has taken place? Is there not an evident 


n 


express and comprehenſive, that it anſwers the purpoſe of many. 
It expreſſiy includes all men, without exception, both Jews and 
Gentiles ; and declares concerning them, that they are all under 
An“ there is none righteous, no not one. There is none that 
underitandeth, there is none that ſeeketh after God. They are all 
gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable ; there 


is none that doeth good, no not one.” Rom. iii. 9. — 12. May this 
affecting part of ſcripture be deeply engraven on all our hearts! 


| % of you, Brethren, ſhould die without ſuch a change as this! 


Hence it evidently appears from ſcripture, as well as from rea- 
ſon, and the nature of things, that an important change is abſolute- 
ly neceſſary, in every man, before he can be happy with God. 
Not merely a reformation of manners, but ſuch a renewal ot the 
heart as produces a fincere delight in God and holineſs; and pre- 
pares the mind for the enjoyments and employments of heaven. Men 
muſt be © renewed in the ſpirit of their mind.” Ephes. iv. 23. 
They muſt © be converted, and become as little children.” Mat. 
xviii. 3- ** Created in Chriſt Jeſus unto goud works.” Ephes. ii. 
10. They muſt be new creatures. Old things muſt paſs away, 
and all things become new. 2 Cor. v. 17. God forbid that an 


3- It is natural to obſerve, that if ſuch a change as this be 
produced in the heart of ſuch a creature as man, God himſelf muſÞ 
work it. Man is evidently an impure creature, and has not, 
naturally, an izclination to be holy, If he had, he would labour 
after it. But initead of that, he naturally rakes pleaſure in ſin and 
folly, and does not diſcorer a diſpoſition towards communion 
with God, or devoredneſs to him. I- it to be imagined that, ſo 
diſpoſed, any one, it not awakened to it by another, will endeav- 
our to renew and purify bimſeif? It is abſurd to imagine it. —lf 
ſuch a depraved and polluted creature ſhould be wrought upon ta 
make the attempt, is he likely ever to ſucceed ? Are not the world, 
the fleſh, and the devil ail againſt him? Without a power ſuperior 
to his own, therefure, he will neceſſatily continue polluted, and a 
{live to fin. As ſoon may the Ethiopian change his ſkin, or the 
Leopard his ſpots, as he that is accuſtomed to do evil, could, by 
his own power, learn to do well. Hence it appears that man in 
his natural ſtate has evidently neither inclination nor ability to 
purity himſelf, Is it indeed true, that we can uſe arguments oue 
with another; and it is the duty of miniſters to prr/aacle men. It 
is alſo undeniable that ſome means and perſuaſions are, in their 
own nature, more directly adapted to the ſtate of mo, and more 
likely to work upon the mind than others are; and are more com- 
monly effectual. For it has pleaied God to give his Goſpel to men, 
which Goſpel is “ the power of God to falvation, to every one 
that believeth,” Yet both miniſters and pareuts on find that all 


they 


( 16 ) 


they are able to ſay from that Goſpel, proves ineſſectual to engage 
the ttention of their hearers, or their children to it. It muff be 
g ed roo, that very weak inſtruments are frequently made in- 
ſtrumental for the ſalvation of men, when thoſe which are very 
ſuperior produce but litre effect. Theſe various confiderations, WR 
without a long train of argument, will ſufficiently evince that the 
oper ton of the Spirit is neceſſary to 2 ignorant, fooliſn men 
to attend in earneſt, to the Goſpel of Chriſt; and that when they 
do attend : it, we ought to aſcribe it to that operation. 


4 It is not pretended that any man can give a phyſical des | 
ini ion of the manner, in which the Holy Spirit operates on the 2 

minds of men. We know fo little of the exiſtence ot ſpirits, or f 
the ways in which they operate one upon another, that no inſtruction *' 
on this heid is to be expected. But it cannot be rezfonably doubr- 
ed that the great Creator ef all things, who formed all the ca- 
P«c:ties of the human mind, has the eaſieſt accets to them, and 
can impreſs them or engage their attention to any object as he 
pleates, in a perfect conſiſlency, with the free ard rational uſe of 
theſe capacities, as moral agents, though the manner of bis opera- 
tion be far above our comprehenſion. 


5. Thoſe who read and believe the Scriptures cannot fairly de- 
ny that God has in many inſtances, wrought upon the minds f 
men in extraordinary caſes, ſo as to produce wonderful effects. 
The ſacred Hiſtory gives us abundant evidence that men have 
been enabled to predict future events, and to work various miracles 
by the mighty power of God. All the uſe we make of this obſer- 
vation here is, that God is able thus to operate, He can com- 
municate to our minds ſuch ideas, or make ſuch impreſſions upon 
them, or gire them ſuch power, as he pleaſes. If God have done 
this in great extraodinary caſes, he can certainly do it on ordinary 
and inferior occaſions, 

6. We are poſitively aſſured in the ſacred oracles, that the 
change which is wrought in the minds of thoſe who are converted, 
is wrought by God himſelf; and thoſe who have experi-nced this 
changeaſcribe it to the divine operation, ** He that hath wrought 
us for the lclt-ſame thing is God, who alfo hath given us the ear- 
neſt of the Spirit,” 2. Cor. v. 5. This is the language of the great 
Apoſtle, reſpecting himſelf, and the Corinthian believers, and 
by conſequence, reſpecting all true believers in every place; for 
they are all“ burn, not ot blood, nor of the will of the fleſh, nor 
of the will of wan, but of God,” John i. 13. Such are there- 
tore frequently ſaid to be born of God.” It men re 2nclined to 
holineſs, or enabled to practiſe it, this does not avife from any in- 
herent goodneſs or power in themſelves; but it is God that work - 
eth in them both ty «vil, and to do, of his good pleaſure.” : 


Phil. ii. 13. 
7. The 
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7. The fame great change, which is, in theſe general terms, 
aſcribed to God, is likewiſe particularly aſcribed to the Spirit of 
God. Thoſe who are born again, are ſaid to be born of the Spi- 
rit.” John iii. 5. Thoſe who are recovered from their carnal and 
fiaful ſtate, are recovered “ by the waſhing of regeneration and 
renewing of the Holy Ghoſt,” Tit. iii. 8. The Believers at Co- 
rinth were waſhed, fanctiſied, and juſtified “ in the name of the 
Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit of our God.“ 1 Cor. vi. 11. The 
ſtrangers to whom the Apoſtle Peter wrote, in Pontus, Galatia, 
Capadocia, Aſia, and Bithynia, were ** ele& according to the 


*® forcknowledge of God the Father, through ſanctification of the 


Spirit unto obedience, and the ſprinkling of the blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt.” r Pet. i. 2 Aud the believing Theſſalonians were 
% choſen to ſalvation, through ſanctification, of the Spirit, and 
belief of the truth.“ 2, Thefl. ii. 13. 


8. In various paſſages of ſcripture, men are ſaid, or ſuppoſed 
to reſiſt, to queneh, to grieve the Spirit of God; and the Spirit is 
repreſented as /riving with men. Thus when the great God had 
determined upon 2 the old world by a deluge, He ſaid, 
„% My fpirit ſhall not always ſtrive with man.” Gen. vi. 3. When 
God had manifeſted amazing mercy and compaſlion to the Iirae- 
lites, inſtead of grateful cbedience in return, the prophet ſays, 
© they rebelled, and werrd his Holy Spirit; therefore he was 
turned to be their enemy, and fought againſt them.” Iſai. Ixiii. 10. 
When Stephen is pleading his bleſſed Matter's cauſe againſt the 
hardened ſews, he exclaims „ye ſtiff necked, and uncitcumſiſed 
in heart and ears, ye do always ro the Holy Ghoſt, as your fa- 
thers did, ſo do ye:” Acts vii. 51. Paul warns the Epheſians ; 
% (Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are ſealed to the 
day of Redemption. Ephes iv. 30. and exhorts the Theflalonians 
* Quench not the Spirit.” v. 19. All theſe paſſages plainly imply 
that the Spirit of God operates upon the human mzad, which 18 


\ F the purpoſe for which they are cited. 


g. We are taught and encouraged to pray for the Holy Spirit, 
and for the operations and increaſe of the Spirit. This we are 
taught, both in the Old and New Teſtament, and both by precept 
and example. Conſider the prayers of the Pſalmiſt, [Pſalm ſi. 
IO, It, 12. and other placcs.] “ Create in me a clean heart, O 
God; and renew a right ſpirit within me. Caſt me not away 
from thy preſence; and take not thy Holy Spirit from me. Re- 
ſtore unto me the joy of thy ſalvation; and uphold me with thy 
free ſpirit.” Pfalm cxix. 18. Open thou mine eyes, that I may 
behold wondrous things out of thy law.“ v. 33 40. Teach me, 
O Lord, the way of thy ſtatutes, and I ſhall keep it unto the 
end. Give me * I ſhall keep thy law; yea, 

I ſhall 


En 


I all obſerve it with my whole beart Make me to go in the 
path of thy commandments, for therein do I delight. Incline my | 
heart unte thy teſtimonies, ard not to covetouſneſs. Turn away 
mie eyes from beholding vavity: and quicken thou me in thy 


way —l have longed after thy precepts : quicken me in thy right. 'S 


eouſneſ:,” Petitions of this kind are common in the Book of 


Plalms; in the 119th Pſalm, particularly. You and we, Bre- 


thren have nced to preſent theſe or ſimilar petitions before our 


heavenly Father, from day to day. 


In the New Teliament the ſame doctrine is taught; 3 both by * 
prece pt and exampie; and for others, as well as ourtelves. Con- 


ſider, out of inany, the following inſtances. ** It xe, then, be. *Y 


ing evil, know how to give good gitts unto your children; how © 
much more ſhall your heaven], Father give the Holy Spirit to them 
that aſk him? Luke xi. 13. Rec iiect the Praver of Paul for 
the Roman Chriftians. ** Now the Gud of hope fil you with all 
joy and peace in believing, that ve may abound in hope, through 2 


the power of the Holy Gholl.” Rom xv iz What do we 


mean by the folemn benedictiou with which we uſually conclude © 
our pubiic devotions? The grace t our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the 
love of God, and the communion of tze Holy Ghoſt be with xou 


© Cor. xiii. 14. What can the Apoltle intend. when with 


f 


ardor of Soul, he bows his knees to the God and Father of our. 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” in behalf ot the brethren ar Epheſus, and 


implores that he would grant them. according to his riches in 2 
glory, to be ſtrengthened with all might, by his Spirit, in the in- 
ner man.” Ephes iii. 14 16. or by his tet vent iupplication for 


the Hebrews ? ** Now the God of peace, that brought again 
from the dead our Lord Jeſus, that great ſhepherd of the ſheep, 


through the blood of the everlaſting covenant, make you perfect 4 


in every good work to do hi- will, working in you that which is 


well- pleaſing in his ſighe, through Jeſus 'Chr: it ; to whom be 1 


gor for ever and ever.” Heb. xi i 20, 2. And, to add no more, 


on this branch of the argument, what can we underſtand from theſe Io 


expreſſions of Peter, But the God of all grace, who hath 


called us to his eternal glory by Chtiſt Jeſus, after that ye bare 


ſuffcred a while, make you periect, ſtrengthen, ſtabliſh, ſettle 
vou.“ 1. Pet. v. 10. 


There are ſo many other ſimilar paſſages in the infallible word 


of truth, that, ſureiy, it can require no great attention, to diſ- 
cera that the Operations, of the Spir: t on the human mind, 1s 
not ovly 2 doctrine of the cleareſt evidence. but among the doc- 
trines of chief importanc®, But then it mult be a proof of great 
inſenſibility, it we are not, like theſe ancient ſaints, humbly ac- 
knowle.tging, and earneſtly ſeeking theſe operations, 
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to. The Scriptures very expreſſly teach us, that the Holy Spirit 
not vuly operates on the minds of men, in order ro make them ho- 
ly and happy; but allo dzvocils in true believers. This is fo uni- 
verſally the privilege of all who are truly converted, that the A- 
poſtle mod poſitively aſſerts ye are not in the fleſh, bur 
in the ſpirit; it ſo be that the Spirit of God dwell in 
ou. Now i! any man have not the Spirit of Chriſt he is none 
of his.” Rom. vii. 9. Many expreſſions in this chapter eviuce 
the ſame truth. Believers receive the ſpirit by faith, John vii. 
38. Ephes. i. 13. Gal iii. 2 4. and “ the love of God is 
ſhed abruad in their hearts by the Holy Ghoſt which is given unto 
them.” Rom. v. 5. They are hence ſaid to be ** the temple of God, 
and the Spirit of God dwelleth in them.“ 1. Cor, mn. :6. the 
temple of tne Holy Ghoſt. 1. Cor. vi. 19. and * an habitation of 
God, through the Spirit.” Ephes. ii. 22. They are declared to 
be partakers of the I ly Ghoſt. Heb. vi. 4. and thoſe holy tem- 
pers and practices by which all rea Chriſtians are diſtinguiſhed from 
other men are hence called, the fruits of the ſpirit.” Gal. v. 22. 
Epbes v. 9. and their participa: ion of the Holy Spirit is the evi- 
dence of their converſion. ** He that keepeth his commandment, 
dwelleth iu him, and he in him, and hereby we know that he a- 
bideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us.“ 1. John iii. 
24. iv. 13. : 

11. Though we are not able phy fically to define the mods of 
the divine operations on the mind of men We are, however. in- 
tormed what are the tendency and effects of theſe operations; and 
what are the benefirs which we receive from them. To deliver 
us from the power ot the fleſh, to enable us to mortify the deeds 


us the body, and to lead us in the way of holineſs. Rom viii. 9. 


13, 14. Gal. v. 18. to give us holy boldneſs with God, as a Father, 
and ro bear witneſs with our ſpirits that we are his children. Rom, 
viii. 15, 16. to help our irfirmities in prayer, verſe 26. as a ſpirit of 
grace and ſupplication. Zech. x11. 10. to prepare the ſoul tor the 
employmen's and enjvyments ct heaven. 2 Cor. v. 5 to exciine our 
hearts to }ulvets, and enable us io practiſe it. Phil. ii. 3. to 
be an egrneſt or pledge of theglory to which w- are haſting. 2 Cer. 
v. 5. Epies, i. 14. to ſeal us to the day of recemption. Ephes. i. 
I 3. iv. 30. to ſhed abroad the love cf God in our hearts. Rom. 
v. $5. to enable vs to purity ourtelves in obeying the truth. 1 Pet. 
i. 22 For theſe and the Ike important and glorious purpoſes does 
the Holy Spirit waik in the miuds of men, and dwell in all that 
truly believe iu the Lord Jeſus Chriit, 

12 It therefore remains, Brethren, that we endeavour in the ſecord 
place, to aſſiſt you in the proper improvement ef this imoorty!.s 
Seripture-docttine; with explanations and cauticrs, to prevent he 
aLale of it. For clear and im, ortant as this doctrine n, we te 

C3 taoght 


620 
taught in the ſame infallible oracles, not to expect divine operations 
in the neglect of ſuch means as God has appointed, and in which he 
has promiſed to bleſs thoſe who draw near to him. Nor, or on the 
other hand, to be diſcouraged, as though means were of no 
uſe. For as it is a certain fact that God will frengthen the heart of 
thoſe who wait upon him, and make them renew their ſtrength. 
Pſalm xxvii. 14. Iſai. xl. 31. So it is equally true and certain, 
that we often have not, becauſe we aſk not. James iv. 2. And 
without waiting upon God for the operation of his Spirit we have 


no promiſe from God, nor any ground of hope, that we ſhall ever 


receive them. 


1. As we are aſſured, from paſſages above referred to, that the 
Spirit of God ſtrives with men, and that men have refifed and wexed 


the Holy Spirit, to their own deſtruction; take care that none of 


you be among the unhappy number of thoſe who do it, Re- 
member the Spirit of God is holy, and all fin is abominable 
in his fight, His work is to convince you of fin, to hum- 
ble you for it, and purify you from it. If you are led by the 
Spirit, and walk in the Spirit, you are walking in a holy conformi - 
ty to God, in the practice of univerſal holineſs. You are bringing 
forth, in your tempers and lives, thoſe fruits of the Spirit,” which 
are in all goodneſs, and righteouſneſs and truth.“ The 
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-ſuffering, gentleneſs, 
88 faith, meekneſs, temperance.” If theſe and other 

hriſtian excellencies are ſeen in you, they are ſo many 333 that 
yeu are led by the Spirit of God.” But if you are deſtitute of 
theſc, you are vexing the Spirit of God, under a profeſſion of 
religion, to your own deſtruction. | 


2. Remember the Holy Spirit of God diftated the Word of God, 
contained in the Bible. It was written by holy men of God, as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt,” 2 Pet. i. 21. And there 
is but one Spirit. Ephes. iv. 4. The Spirit of God which operates 
on you, and dwells in you, if you be real Chriſtians, is the ame 
Spirit by which the Scriptures were written. Conſequently all 
who are led by the Spirit, and obey his dictates in the mind, love 
the word of God, and are endeavouring to be conformed to it, in 
their tempers and behaviour. Thus you have always a teſt at 
hand, by which you may try yourſelves, wherher you are led by 
the Spirit of God. Examine your hearts and lives by that perfect 
Book which God has graciouſly given you. If in the genera! 
tenor of them, they accord with that Book, all is well. But if 
not, it will appear at the great trying day, that “ your faich is 


rain, and ye are yet in your fins,” notwithſtandiog your pro- 


feſſion of Chriſtianity. 


3. Take care that you do not call ezery impulſe or impreſſion 
on the mind, an operation of the Spirit, Many are unhappily 
miltaken 
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idtsken here, On hearing a firange dodtrine, on waking ſome 


new diſcoveries which gratify a curious mind, or even by the tone 


: or geſture of a preacher, and various other ways, they have experi- 
W enced ſome pleaſing ſenſations, which they perhaps, call comforts, 
but which have left them under the power of a 


carnal mind. Theſe 
they call the operations of the Spirit, and are ſure “ God vas 
<vith them at the time when they had ſuch comfortable feelings,“ 


though they are ſtill wrathful, vain, proud, covetous and earthly 


minded, as other unconverted people are. In this manner num- 


bers are deluded, crying peace to themſelves, when indeed there 
is no peace ; and by deceptions of this kind, multitudes of pro- 
* feflors ate like“ children toſſed to and fro, and carried about with 


every wind of doctrine, by the fleight of men, and cunning crafti- 
neſs whereby they lie in wait to deceive.” Ephes. iv. 14. Re- 
member, no impreſſion, no ſenſation, can be from God, unleſs it 
tend to transform you after his own image, in “ righteouſneſs, and 
true holineſs,” Ephes. iv. 24. 


3. Remember there is no inconſiſtency between theſe operations 
of the ſpirit on the minds of men, and the moit earneſt and direct 
exhortations and perſuaſions both to ſaiats and ſinners to repent, 
believe, and practically attend to the word of God. To take up 
time in ſhewing you at large how theſe are reconciled in the word 
of God, would go beyond the limits of this circular Epiſtle. Suftice 
it to ſay, at preſent, that both are ſtrovgly and clearly atteſted in 
the word of God, If we reverence that word, and dare depend 
upon that as our guide, this is ſuſticient authority to maintain and 
inſiſt upon both. | 


The ſame Apoſtle who moſt clearly afferts theſe divine opera- 
tions, alſo declares, that knowing the terrors of the Lord,“ he 
and his brethren perſuaded men. 2 Cor. v. 11. He moſt poſitively 
aſſures Agrippa and Feſtus that Jeſus ſent % to the Jewiſh peo- 
ple and to the Gentiles, ** to open their eyes, and to turn them 
from daikneſs to light, and from the power of ſatan unto God, 
that they may receive the forgiveneſs of ſins, and inheritance a- 
mong thei that ate ſanctified by faith.” He likewiſe further in- 
forms them, that, in the execution of this commiſſion, and to zc- 
com pliſn the great end of it, he“ ſhewed firſt to them at Damaſ- 
cus, and at Jeruſalem, and throughout all the coaſt of Judea, and 
then to the Gentites, that they ſhould repent, ard tura 12 Gud, 
and do works meet for repentance.” Act; xxvi. :8, 20. tis great 
Maſter, and Join the Baptiſt before him, cryc6 to the people who 
heard them Repent, for the ingdom of heaven is at hand. He- 
pent ye, and believe he Joſpel.“ Mar. iii. „. Mark. i. 15. Thus 
al!o the other Apoſtles .'drefled te: neaters. Kepent and be 
baptized, every one of yuu, iu the name ot jeſus Chriſt, fer the 

tlemiſſion 
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taught in the ſame infallible oracles, not to expect divine operations 


in the neglect of ſuch means as God has appointed, and in which he 


has promiſed to bleſs thoſe who draw near to him. Nor, or on the 
other hand, to be diſcouraged, as though means were of no 
uſe. For as it is a certain fact that God will frengthen the heart ef 
thoſe who wait upon him, and make them renew their ſtrength. 
Pſalm xx vii. 14. Iſai. xl. 31. So it is equally true and certain, 
that we often have not, becauſe we aſk not. James iv. 2. And 
without waiting upon God for the operation of his Spirit we have 
no promiſe from God, nor any ground of hope, that we ſhall ever 
receive them. 


1. As we are aſſured, from paſſages above referred to, that the 
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Spirit of God ſtrives with men, and that men have refifed and rexed | 


the Holy Spirit, to their own deſtruction; take care that none of 
you be among the unhappy number of thoſe who do it, Re- 
member the Spirit of God is holy, and all fin is abominable 
in his fight. His work is to convince you of fin, to hum- 
ble you for it, and purify you from it. It you are led by the 
Spirit, and walk in the Spirit, you are walking in a holy conformi- 
ty to God, in the practice of univerſal holineſs. You are bringing 
forth, in your tempers and lives, thoſe fruits of the Spirit,” which 
are in all goodneſs, and righteouſueſs and truth.“ The 
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-ſuffering, gentleneſs, 

odneſs, faith, meckneſs, temperance.” If theſe and other 


-hriſtian excellencies are ſeen in you, they are ſo many proof that 


yeu are led by the Spirit of God.” But if you are deſtitute of 
theſe, you are vexing the Spirit of God, under a protefſion ct 
religion, to your. own deſtruction. 


2. Remember the Holy Spirit of God diftated the Word of God, 
contained in the Bible. It was written by holy men of God, as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt,” 2 Pet. i. 21. And there 
is but one Spirit. Ephes. iv. 4. The Spirit of God which operates 
on vou, and dwells in you, if you be real Chriſtians, is the ane 
Spirit by which the Scriptures were written. Conſequently al! 
who are led by the Spirit, and obey his dictates in the mind, love 


the word of God, and are endeavouring to be conformed to it, in 


their tempers and behaviour. Thus you have always a teft a: 


hand, by which you may try yourſelves, whether you are led by 


the Spirit cf God. Examine your hearts and lives by that perfect 
Book which God has gracioutly given you. If in the general 
tenor of them, they accord with that Book, all is well. But it 
not, it will appear at the great trying day, that “ your faich is 

rain, and ye are yet in your fits,” notwithſtandiog your pro- 
feſlion of Chriſlianity. 


3. Take care that you do not call ezery impulſe or impreſſion 
on the mind, an operation of the Spirit, Many are unhappily 
miltaken 
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> iiliaken here. On hearing a ſtrange doctrine, on waking ſome 
nen diſcoveries which gratify a curious mind, or even by the tone 
vor geſture of a preacher, and various other ways, they have experi- 
© enced ſome pleaſing ſenſations, which they perhaps, call comforts, 


but which have left them under the power of a carnal mind. Theſe 
ther call the operations of the Spirit, and are ſure ? God vas 


 evith them at the time when they had ſuch comfortable feelings,“ 
though they are flill wrathful, vain, proud, covetous and earthly 


minded, as other unconverted people are. In this manner num- 
bers are deluded, crying peace to themſelves, when indeed there 


is no peace; and by deceptions of this kind, multitudes of pro- 


teſtots ate like ** children toſſed to and fro, and carried about with 


erery wind of doctrine, by the ſleight of men, and cunning cratti- 


nels wheieby they lie in wait to deceive.” Ephes. iv. 14. Re- 
member, no impreſſion, no ſenſation, can be from God, unleſs it 
tend to transform you after his own image, in“ righteouſneſs, and 
true holineſs,” Ephes. iv. 24. 


3. Remember there is no inconſiſteney between theſe operations 
of the ſpirir on the minds of men, and the moſt earneſt and direct 
exhortutions and perſuaſions both to ſaiats and fianers to repent, 
believe, and practically attend to the word of God. To take up 
time in ſhewing you at large how theſe are reconciled in the word 
of God, would go beyond the limits of this circular Epiſtle. Suffice 
it to fay, at preſent, that both are ſtrongly and clearly atteſted in 
the word of God, If we reverence that word, and dare depend 
upon that as our guide, this is ſuſſicient authority to maintain and 
inſiſt upon both. 


The ſame Apoſtle who moſt clearly aſſerts theſe divine opera- 
tions, alſo declares, that ** knowing the terrors of the Lord,“ he 
and his brethren per/uaded men. 2 Cor. v. 11. He moſt poſitively 
aſſures Agrippa and Feſtus that Jeſus ſent %% to the Jewiſh peo- 
ple and to the Gentiles, ** to open their eyes, and to turn them 
from dukneſs to light, and from the power of fatan unto God, 
that they may receive the forgivenels of fins, and inheritance a- 
movg them that me ſancti fied by faith” He likewtte further in- 
torms them, that, in the execution of this commiſſion, and tc s- 
compl:ſh the great end of it, he ſhewed firſt to them at Da. maſ- 


cus, and it Jeruſalem, and throughout all the coaſt of Judea, and 


then to the Gentites, that they ſhould repent, ard tus Gd, 


and do works meet for repentance.” Act; xxvi . 20. is great 


Maſter, and Join the Baptiſt before him, ciyce the people who 
heard them“ Repent, fr the ingdom of hearen is at havd Fe 
pent ye, and believe e Joſpel.“ Mar. iii. . Mark. i. 15. Thus 
alto the other Apoſtles „ dreſſed t' + nvirers, 5 cpent and be 
baptized, every one of yuu, iu the name ot jeſus Chriſt, f r the 

temiſnon 
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remiflion of fins, and ye ſhall receive the gift of the Holy Ghoſt.” 
Acts ii. 38. Repent, and be converted, that your ſius may be 


blorted out, when the times of refreſhing ſhall come from the pre- 
ſence of the Lord.” Acts iii. 19. 


That the prophets addreſſed men in a fimilar manner, muſt, one 
would ſuppoſe, be evident at firit fight, to all who read their dif- 


courſes. They may well be confidered as a continued illuſtration of | 


the doctrine we now advance. Their contents and deſigu are con- 


tained in ſome copious paſſages, which may therefore be advantage» 
ouſly conſidered as epitomes and ſpecimens of their miniſtry and 


manner of addreſs. Such are the follow ing: Look unto me and 


be ye ſaved, all the ends of the earth.” Ifai. xlv. 22. Ho, every 
one that thirſteth, come ye to the waters, and he that has no 


money ; come ye, buy and eat, yea, come, buy wine and milk, 


without money, and without price. Wherefore do ye ſpend money MR 


for that which is not bread, and your labour for that which ſatis. i 
fieth not? hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is 


good, and let your ſoul delight itſelf in fatneſs. Incline your ear, 


and come unto me: hear, and your ſoul ſhall live, and I will make 


an everlaſting covenant with you, even the ſure mercies of David, 
Seek ye the Lord, while he may be found; call ye upon him 
while he is near. Let the wicked forfake his way, and the un- 


righteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord, and 


he will have mercy upon him, and to our God, for he will a- Y 


bundantly pardon.” Ifai. Iv. 1, 2, 3, 6, 7. As I live, ſaith the 


Lord God, I have no pleaſure in the death of the wicked, but that S 
the wicked turn from his way and live: turn 5e, turn ye from your 


evil ways; for why will ye die, O houſe of Iſrael.” Ezck. xxxiii.11, 


It is evident, therefore, that every ſcheme, and every fentiment 
which forbids the abettors of it to addreſs mankind in ſuch direc- 
tions, exhortations, and invitations as theſe, is not only without 


foundation in the Bible, but is oppoſite to that ſacred book. We | 


dc ſite ever to imitate theſe ſacred teachers, in our miniſtrations a- 


mong you, brethren ; and we earneſily beſeech you to imitate them, | 
in your converſation with others, on the great things of God, as 


divine Providence may give you opportunity. 


It ſeems proper to add further, on this head, that men are called 
to obey theſe exhortations, in order to their reception of the Spirit 
of God. So in the paſſage before referred to in the Acts, Repent, 


&c.— .nd ye ſhall receive the gift of the Holy Ghoſt.” —Repent, | 


&c.—that your fins may be blotted out, when the times of refreſn- 
ing ſhall come from the preſence of the Lord.” Thus, Prov. i. 23. 


« Turn you at my reproof : behold, I will pour out my Spirit } 


upon you, I will make known my words unto you.” Thus ovr 
bleſſed Saviour, Ir any man thirſt, let him come unto me «rd 
drink, He that belicveth on me, as the Scripture has ſaid, cut of 

| his 
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his belly ſhall flow riversof living water. Thia he ſpake of the Spirit 
which they that believe on him ſhould receive.” John vii 37, 38, 
. Every one who attends to theſe good words oi Gud, will 
moſt aſſuredly find the promiſes annexed, fulfilled in bis foul The 
Holy Spirit will be given to all ſuch, in the various influences 
and comforts of it, mentioned in the former part of this letter. 


g. As we have ſeen above, that profeſſors are cautioned againſt 
quenching and grieving the Holy Spirit, Ephes. iv. 30. 1 Theſs. v. 
19. Weearneſtly beſeech you to beware ot this. The Apoſtle 
has mentioned, in connection with the caution, ſome of the fins by 
which the Spirit may be griered. Read, and conſider the whole 
context. Particularly, “ let all bitterneſs and wrath, and clam- 
our, and evil-ſpeaking, be put away from you, with all malice ; 
and be ye kind one to another, tenuer-hearted, forgiving one a- 
nother, even as God, for Chriſt's ſake, has forgiven you.'”” Be- 
ware of theſe evils, Brethren. How dreadful wili it be, if by in- 
dulging theſe, or any other abominations, you become again the 
ſlaves of fin and ſatan, and your minds be lett in condemnation and 
darkneſs! Think to what a dreadful condition vou may be res 
duced, if you begin to allow yourſelves in any kind of iniquity 
inward or outward. Conſider ſuco paſſiges of Scr.pture as Heb. 
Vi. 4—7. x. 26—31, 2 Pet. ii. 20. with all poſſible ferioutneſs ; 
leſt you ſhould become witneſſes of the truth and meaning of them 
by awful experience. Take heed, O“ take heed, Brethren, leſt 
there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from 
the living God. Bat exhort one another daily, while it is called 
to-diy ; leſt any of you he hardened through the deceitfulneſs of 
11a.” Reb. iii. 12, 13» 


6. We entreat you to remember that though the Sp:rit of God is 
the ſovereign agent of our ſalvation, and of all the good that is 
wrought in any human mind, yet he makes uſe of various means to 
effect his gracious purpoſes ; and there is a juſt and important ſenſe 
in which ſalvation is aſcribed to the;e means. They are not there. 
tore, any of them, to be lighted; but tobe conſcientiouſly and rever- 
ently attended to and uſed, in humble hope that the bleſſing ot 
God will zecompany them to the end for which they are appointed. 


The Goſpel is the great inſtrument in the hand of God for the ſal- 
vation of men. It is the power of God to ſalvation, to cvery one 


that believeth.”” Rom. i 16. It is * the word of ſalvation,” Acts xiii. 


26. Ephes. i. 13. becauſe it is a meſlige from God to man, laying 
open before us, his gracious deſigns of love and mercy to us, ard 
the wonderful work of Redemption, in conſequence of thoſe de- 
ſigns. By the word of Truth which is preached in the Goſpel, 
men are born again, James i. 18. 1 Pet. i. 23, 25. I have begot- 
ten you, fays the Apoſtle, in Chat Jetus, through the Goſpel, 
1 Car. iv. 15. 
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As miniſters, preach this Goſpel, they are faid to ſave other 
as well +: themſelves. Rom. xi. 14. 1. Co, ix. 22. ard to turn 
finners trom darkneſs w light, and from the power of ſatan to God, 
Acts xxvi. 18. Even common Chriſtians, by uſing proper 
means for the purpoſe, when theſe means become effectual, are 
reprefented as ſaving others. James v. 20 Jude, 23 Thus alfa! 
converted huſbands or wives may be the means of ſaving their un- 
converted partners, For “ what knoweſt thou, O wite, whether 
thou ſhak fave thy huſband ? or how knoweſt thou, whether O man, 
thou ſhalt ſave thy wife? 1 Cor. vit. 16. 


We are alfo ſaid to be ſaved by Fzith and through Faith, Luke} 
vii. go. Thy Faith hath ſaved thee: go in Pence. Epieſ. ii. 8. 
« By Grace ye are ſaved, through Faith,“ becauſe Faith is the; 
mean to which the Goſpel calls us, in order tv our enjoyment of 
ſalvation, and by which we are brought 1nto the poſſeſſion of it.“ 
And “ we are ſaved by Hope.” Rom. viii. 24. as the believer] 
has the proſpect of iuture bleſſednefs before him, and is animated, 
by that coſpet im the purſuit of it. 


The reſult of theſe obſervations is, that God is the Author of all 
good, Whatever is wrought in man ro purify his heart, or to 
prepare him tor heaven, is wrought by the Spirit of God, Yet 
be has appointed means for that end to be ufed by us, as rational 
creatures, in the ute of which, his operatious are to be expꝰ cted; 
but without the uſe of which, we have no ground te hope for 
them. You are not to expect any good, for tine-or eternity, but 
in the way that God has preſeribed. See to it then, that hau re- 
verence his word, and attend, with diligence, to all means ap 
pointed by him, and be aſſured that his bleſſing will never be 
wanting, 


7. Obſerre once more and canſtantly keep in mind, that the di- 
vine operations on the minds of men, and the communications of 
light and ſtrength to the ſoul, by the Spirit of God, are ſo far from 
being reafons of iudolence on the one haud, or diſcouragement on 
the other, that they are con ſidered, and repreſented in ſetipture 
as motives and encouragements to exert owſelves, in order to our 
fruitfulnefs and comtort, Thus our Saviour reminds his diſciples, 
John xv. 5. that without him they can do nothing; and from this 
conſideration enforces the duty, and ſhews the neceſſity of abiding ia 
him, in order to be fruitful. Ahide in me, ſays he, and I ia 
vou. As the branch cannot bear fruit of irfelt, except it abide in 
the vine: no more can yr, except ye abide in me. I am the vine, 
ye are the branches. He that abideth in me, and I in him, the 
fame bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do no- 
thing.” The Apottle in like manuer, unites theſe two confi» 
derattions, God works in yeu, and work out your own falvation. 
But he docs moic, He catorces the exhortation by the fact. 
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